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In an era in which class divisions are becoming starker than ever, some individuals are choosing to marry
across class. The Power of the Past traces the lives of a subset of these individuals - highly-educated adults
who married a partner raised in a class different from their own, primarily between those from blue- and
white-color backgrounds. Drawing upon detailed interviews with spouses who revealed the inner workings
of their marriages, Jessi Streib shows that crossing class lines is not easy, and that even though these couples
shared bank accounts, mortgages, children, and friends, each spouse was still shaped by the class of their
past, and consequently, so was their marriage.

Streib reveals what was rarely apparent to the husbands and wives she interviewed. The class of their past
did not only matter in determining the amount of money they had as children or what job their parents went
off to each morning; It also mattered in more subtle ways, by systematically shaping their ideas of how to go
about their daily lives. Upwardly mobile spouses who grew up in blue-collar families learned to take a
laissez-faire approach to the world around them: they preferred to go with the flow, make the most of the
moment, and avoid self-imposed constraints. Their spouses, who grew up in professional white-collar
families, however, wanted to manage the world around them: they organized, planned, monitored, and
oversaw. Living with a spouse who was born into a different class means navigating these differences -
differences that appeared across nearly every aspect of their lives, from how they manage their finances, to
how they manage their time - both at home and on vacation - to ideas about how their children should be
raised.

The Power of the Past illustrates that when individuals are raised in different classes, merged lives do not
lead to merged ideas about how to lead those lives. Individuals can come together across class lines, but their
enduring class characteristics cannot be left behind.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Martinez:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book The Power of the Past: Understanding Cross-Class Marriages
has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The reserve The Power of the Past: Understanding Cross-Class Marriages is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book The
Power of the Past: Understanding Cross-Class Marriages. You never really feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Lisa Alaniz:

The guide with title The Power of the Past: Understanding Cross-Class Marriages has a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Travis Berry:

You can obtain this The Power of the Past: Understanding Cross-Class Marriages by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.

Donald Thomas:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Power of the Past: Understanding
Cross-Class Marriages or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Power of the Past: Understanding Cross-Class Marriages to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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