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America’s current "war on drugs" is not the nation’s first. In the mid-nineteenth century, opium-smoking was
decried as a major social and public health problem, especially in the West. Although China faced its own
epidemic of opium addiction, only a very small minority of Chinese immigrants in America were actually
involved in the opium business. It was in Anglo communities that the use of opium soon spread and this
growing use was deemed a threat to the nation’s entrepreneurial spirit and to its growing mportance as a
world economic and military power.The Opium Debate examines how the spread of opium-smoking fueled
racism and created demands for the removal of the Chinese from American life. This meticulously
researched study of the nineteenth-century drug-abuse crisis reveals the ways moral crusaders linked their
antiopium rhetoric to already active demands for Chinese exclusion. Until this time, anti-Chinese propaganda
had been dominated by protests against the economic and political impact of Chinese workers and the
alleged role of Chinese women as prostitutes. The use of the drug by Anglos added another reason for
demonizing Chinese immigrants. Ahmad describes the disparities between Anglo-American perceptions of
Chinese immigrants and the somber realities of these people’s lives, especially the role that opium-smoking
came to play in the Anglo-American community, mostly among middle- and upper-class women. The book
offers a brilliant analysis of the evolution of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, plus important insights into
the social history of the nineteenth-century West, the culture of American Victorianism, and the rhetoric of
racism in American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Opium Debate
and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American West? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Michael Harmon:

This The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American West book is just
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. That The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the
Nineteenth-Century American West without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the
Nineteenth-Century American West can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Opium Debate
and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American West having great arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Eleanor Gomez:

This book untitled The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American
West to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your
list.

Jeremy Bryant:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the
Nineteenth-Century American West to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like
to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the
Nineteenth-Century American West can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing



what must you're doing of these time.
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