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This is the first English translation of the earliest-known book-length biography of an African woman, and
one of the few lives of an African woman written by Africans before the nineteenth century. As such, it
provides an exceedingly rare and valuable picture of the experiences and thoughts of Africans, especially
women, before the modern era. It is also an extraordinary account of a remarkable life—full of vivid
dialogue, heartbreak, and triumph.

The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros (1672) tells the story of an Ethiopian saint who led a
successful nonviolent movement to preserve African Christian beliefs in the face of European
protocolonialism. When the Jesuits tried to convert the Ethiopians from their ancient form of Christianity,
Walatta Petros (1592–1642), a noblewoman and the wife of one of the emperor’s counselors, risked her life
by leaving her husband, who supported the conversion effort, and leading the struggle against the Jesuits.
After her death, her disciples wrote this book, praising her as a friend of women, a devoted reader, a skilled
preacher, and a radical leader. One of the earliest stories of African resistance to European influence, this
biography also provides a picture of domestic life, including Walatta Petros’s life-long relationship with a
female companion.

Richly illustrated with dozens of color illustrations from early manuscripts, this groundbreaking volume
provides an authoritative and highly readable translation along with an extensive introduction. Other features
include a chronology of Walatta Petros’s life, maps, a comprehensive glossary, and detailed notes on textual
variants.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros: A Seventeenth-
Century African Biography of an Ethiopian Woman can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Sharyl Nettles:

The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros: A Seventeenth-Century African Biography of an
Ethiopian Woman can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place
every word into delight arrangement in writing The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros: A
Seventeenth-Century African Biography of an Ethiopian Woman nevertheless doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Michael Torres:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros: A Seventeenth-Century
African Biography of an Ethiopian Woman offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Joel Kiser:

Beside this specific The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros: A Seventeenth-Century African
Biography of an Ethiopian Woman in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Life and
Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros: A Seventeenth-Century African Biography of an Ethiopian Woman
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely



get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
it? Find this book and also read it from now!
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