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‘The best short introduction to medieval sexuality that I have read: a remarkable book.’ -Vern Bullough,
Reviews in History

'Undergraduate and graduate students will find in Karras’ book an extremely helpful guide to what can be a
confusing and perplexing body of scholarship. Even established scholars are likely to find it enlightening as
well as enjoyable.' - James Brundage, Journal of Ecclesiastical History

‘An impressively synthetic and highly readable survey of current scholarship on medieval sexuality that will
be of considerable use in undergraduate and postgraduate teaching.’ - Emma Campbell, Signs

Sexuality in medieval Europe has become a vital scholarly field that is now recognized as central to the study
of the Middle Ages. Using a wide collection of evidence from the late Antique period up until the fifteenth
century, this new edition of the standard overview on the topic demonstrates that medieval culture developed
sexual identities that were quite different from the identities we think of today, yet that were still in some
ways ancestral to our own.

Challenging the way the Middle Ages have been treated in general histories of sexuality, Ruth Mazo Karras
shows how views at the time were conflicted and complicated; there was no single medieval attitude towards
sexuality any more than there is one modern attitude. The well-known lusty priest and the ‘repressed’
penitent have their roles to play, but set here in a wider context these figures take on fascinating new



dimensions. Focusing on acceptable marital sexual activity as well as what was seen as transgressive, the
chapters cover such topics as chastity, the role of the church, and non-reproductive activity.

Combining an overview of research on the topic with original interpretations, now updated with the latest
scholarship and additional material from medieval Christian Europe, Jewish medieval culture and the Islamic
world, Sexuality in Medieval Europe is essential reading for all those who study medieval history and
culture, or who have an interest in the way sexuality and sexual identity have been viewed in the past.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Macdougall:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Sexuality in Medieval Europe: Doing Unto Others.

Joanna Weekley:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Sexuality in Medieval Europe: Doing Unto Others
book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Carl Adams:

Sexuality in Medieval Europe: Doing Unto Others can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Sexuality in
Medieval Europe: Doing Unto Others but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Marie Walsh:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Sexuality in Medieval Europe:
Doing Unto Others as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Sexuality in Medieval Europe: Doing Unto Others to make your spare time
a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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