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Public violence, a persistent feature of Latin American life since the collapse of Iberian rule in the 1820s, has
been especially prominent in Central America. Robert H. Holden shows how public violence shaped the
states that have governed Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Linking public
violence and patrimonial political cultures, he shows how the early states improvised their authority by
bargaining with armed bands or montoneras. Improvisation continued into the twentieth century as the bands
were gradually superseded by semi-autonomous national armies, and as new agents of public violence
emerged in the form of armed insurgencies and death squads. World War II, Holden argues, set into motion
the globalization of public violence. Its most dramatic manifestation in Central America was the surge in
U.S. military and police collaboration with the governments of the region, beginning with the Lend-Lease
program of the 1940s and continuing through the Cold War. Although the scope of public violence had
already been established by the people of the Central American countries, globalization intensified the
violence and inhibited attempts to shrink its scope. Drawing on archival research in all five countries as well
as in the United States, Holden elaborates the connections among the national, regional, and international
dimensions of public violence. Armies Without Nations crosses the borders of Central American, Latin
American, and North American history, providing a model for the study of global history and politics.
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From reader reviews:

David Hester:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Armies without Nations: Public Violence and State Formation in
Central America, 1821-1960. Try to face the book Armies without Nations: Public Violence and State
Formation in Central America, 1821-1960 as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

David Smith:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Armies without Nations: Public Violence
and State Formation in Central America, 1821-1960 book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Raymond Floyd:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Armies without
Nations: Public Violence and State Formation in Central America, 1821-1960 book because book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Heather Killen:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Armies without Nations:
Public Violence and State Formation in Central America, 1821-1960 is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unstable experience.
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