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In the 1980s in California, New Jersey, and New York, Michigan, Massachusetts, and Florida, Tennessee,
Texas, Ohio, and elsewhere, daycare workers were arrested, charged, tried, and convicted of committing
horrible sexual crimes against the children they cared for. These crimes, prosecutors said, had gone
undetected for years, and their brutality and sadism defied all imagining. What’s more, the abusers had
photographed and videotaped their victims, distributing the images through a sophisticated international
network of child pornographers. More often than not, violent satanic cult worship had also played a central
role, with children made to watch forced abortions in cemeteries and then eat hacked-off bits of the little
corpses. In just over a decade, thousands of people in every part of the country were investigated as child sex
abusers, and some one-hundred and fifty of them were sent to prison.

But, none of it happened. It was an epic decade-long outbreak of collective hysteria – on a par with the
Salem witch trials or the red scares of the 1950s.

Using extensive archival research conducted in Los Angeles, Miami, New York, and elsewhere, and drawing
on dozens of interviews conducted with the hysteria’s major figures, Richard Beck shows how a group of
legislators, doctors, lawyers, and parents, all working with the best of intentions, set the stage for a judicial
disaster. A number of opportunistic journalists helped to carry the story from state to state, and the silence of
their colleagues, who should have known better, allowed it to keep spreading long after it became clear that
the story was simply unsupported by evidence. Beck reveals how a small group of skeptics finally began
working to slow the runaway train in the last half of the decade, and he explores the fates of those accused
and convicted of these unbelievable crimes, the casualties of a culture war. It is this culture war that is the
books pervasive subtext – the conditions that made possible the demented frenzy of accusations were very
specific, and at the root of them were competing visions of society and the things that threatened it most.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

This book untitled We Believe the Children: A Moral Panic in the 1980s to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Teresa Powers:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying We Believe the Children:
A Moral Panic in the 1980s that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick We Believe the Children: A Moral Panic in the 1980s become
your own personal starter.

Stephen Thrush:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be We Believe the Children: A Moral Panic in the 1980s why
because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

Matthew Simons:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book We Believe the Children: A Moral Panic in the
1980s to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide We Believe the Children: A Moral Panic in the 1980s can to be your new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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