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Frederick Douglass was unquestionably the foremost black American of the nineteenth century. The
extraordinary life of this former slave turned abolitionist orator, newspaper editor, social reformer, race
leader, and Republican party advocate has inspired many biographies over the years. This, however, is the
first full-scale study of the origins, contours, development, and significance of Douglass's thought.

Brilliant and to a large degree self-taught, Douglass personified intellectual activism; he possessed a sincere
concern for the uses and consequences of ideas. Both his people's struggle for liberation and his individual
experiences, which he envisioned as symbolizing that struggle, provided the basis and structure for his
intellectual maturation. As a representative American, he internalized and, thus, reflected major currents in
the contemporary American mind. As a representative Afro-American, he revealed in his thinking the deep-
seated influence of race on Euro-American, Afro-American, or, broadly conceived, American consciousness.
He sought to resolve in his thinking the dynamic tension between his identities as a black and as an
American.

Martin assesses not only how Douglass dealt with this enduring conflict, but also the extent of his success.
An inveterate belief in a universal and egalitarian humanism unified Douglass's thought. This grand
organizing principle reflected his intellectual roots in the three major traditions of mid-nineteenth-century
American thought: Protestant Christianity, the Enlightenment, and romanticism. Together, these influences
buttressed his characteristic optimism.

Although nineteenth-century Afro-American intellectual history derived its central premises and outlook
from concurrent American intellectual history, it offered a searching critique of the latter and its
ramifications. How to square America's rhetoric of freedom, equality, and justice with the reality of slavery
and racial prejudice was the difficulty that confronted such Afro-American thinkers as Douglass.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Barks:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Mind of Frederick Douglass will make you to
become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Justin Fernandez:

Often the book The Mind of Frederick Douglass has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after reading this article book.

Bryan Perry:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Mind of Frederick Douglass that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you can pick The Mind of Frederick Douglass become your personal starter.

Michael Velez:

The book untitled The Mind of Frederick Douglass contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author will
take you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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