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The first English translation of Johannes Weigelt's 1927 classic makes available the seminal work in
taphonomy, the study of how organisms die, decay, become entombed in sediments, and fossilize over time.
Weigelt emphasized the importance of empirical work and made extensive observations of modern carcasses
on the Texas Gulf Coast. He applied the results to evidence from the fossil record and demonstrated that an
understanding of the postmortem fate of modern animals is crucial to making sound inferences about fossil
vertebrate assemblages and their ecological communities.

Weigelt spent sixteen months on the Gulf Coast in the mid-1920s, gathering evidence from the carcasses of
cattle and other animals in the early stages of preservation. This book reports his observations. He discusses
death and decomposition; classifies various modes of death (drowning, cold, dehydration, fire, mud,
quicksand, oil slicks, etc.); documents and analyzes the positions of carcasses; presents detailed data on
carcass assemblages at the Smither's Lake site in Texas; and, in a final chapter, makes comparisons to
carcass assemblages from the geologic past. He raises questions about whether much of the fossil record is a
product of unusual events and, if so, what the implications are for paleoecological studies.

The English edition of Recent Vertebrate Carcasses includes a foreword and a translator's note that comment
on Weigelt's life and the significance of his work. The original bibliography has been brought up to date,
and, where necessary, updated scientific and place names have been added to the text in brackets. An index
of names, places, and subjects is included, and Weigelt's own photographs of carcasses and drawings of
skeletons illustrate the text.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Erhart:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Recent Vertebrate Carcasses and Their
Paleobiological Implications.

Candace Arroyo:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book Recent Vertebrate Carcasses and Their Paleobiological Implications
ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The book Recent Vertebrate Carcasses and Their Paleobiological Implications is
not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Recent
Vertebrate Carcasses and Their Paleobiological Implications. You never experience lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Alice Winfield:

This Recent Vertebrate Carcasses and Their Paleobiological Implications book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This Recent Vertebrate Carcasses and Their Paleobiological
Implications without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't be worry Recent Vertebrate Carcasses and Their Paleobiological Implications can bring any
time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even phone. This Recent Vertebrate Carcasses and Their Paleobiological Implications
having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Christina Harper:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read will
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