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Reassessing the meanings of "black humor" and "dark satire," Laughing Fit to Kill illustrates how black
comedians, writers, and artists have deftly deployed various modes of comedic "conjuring"--the absurd, the
grotesque, and the strategic expression of racial stereotypes--to redress not only the past injustices of slavery
and racism in America but also their legacy in the present. Focusing on representations of slavery in the
post-civil rights era, Carpio explores stereotypes in Richard Pryor's groundbreaking stand-up act and the
outrageous comedy of Chappelle's Show to demonstrate how deeply indebted they are to the sly social
criticism embedded in the profoundly ironic nineteenth-century fiction of William Wells Brown and Charles
W. Chesnutt. Similarly, she reveals how the iconoclastic literary works of Ishmael Reed and Suzan-Lori
Parks use satire, hyperbole, and burlesque humor to represent a violent history and to take on issues of racial
injustice. With an abundance of illustrations, Carpio also extends her discussion of radical black comedy to
the visual arts as she reveals how the use of subversive appropriation by Kara Walker and Robert Colescott
cleverly lampoons the iconography of slavery. Ultimately, Laughing Fit to Kill offers a unique look at the
bold, complex, and just plain funny ways that African American artists have used laughter to critique
slavery's dark legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony McDonell:

Often the book Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois Institute
Series) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Kim Salgado:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of
Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois Institute Series), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its called reading friends.

Maurice Lamothe:

This Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois Institute Series) is
great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great
coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions
of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois Institute Series) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in
it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen second
right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt that?

Anne Simons:

Beside this particular Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois
Institute Series) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in
the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois Institute Series) because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along



with read it from at this point!
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