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The last twenty years have seen a dramatic increase in "nones": people who do not claim any religious
affiliation. These "nones" now outnumber even the largest Protestant denominations in America. They are
not to be confused with secularists, however, for many of them identify themselves as "spiritual but not
religious" (SBNR). The response to this dramatic change in American religion has been amazingly mixed.
While social scientists have been busy counting and categorizing them, the public has swung between
derision and adulation. Some complain "nones" are simply shallow dilettantes, narcissistically concerned
with their own inner world. Others hail them as spiritual giants, and ground-breaking pioneers. Rarely,
however, have these "nones" been asked to explain their own views, beliefs, and experiences. In Belief
without Borders, theologian and one-time SBNR Linda Mercadante finally gives these individuals a chance
to speak for themselves.

This volume is the result of extensive observation and nearly 100 in-depth interviews with SBNRs across the
United States. Mercadante presents SBNRs' stories, shows how they analyze their spiritual journeys, and
explains why they reject the claims of organized religion. Surprisingly, however, Mercadante finds these
SBNRs within as well as outside the church. She reveals the unexpected, emerging latent theology within
this group, including the interviewees' creative concepts of divine transcendence, life after death, human
nature, and community. The conclusions she draws are startling: despite the fact that SBNRs routinely
discount the creeds and doctrines of organized religion, many have devised a structured set of beliefs, often
purposefully in opposition to doctrines associated with Christianity.

Belief without Borders is a captivating exploration of a growing belief system certain to transform the
spiritual character of America.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Blakely:

Here thing why this particular Belief without Borders: Inside the Minds of the Spiritual but not Religious are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Belief without Borders: Inside the Minds of the
Spiritual but not Religious giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no publication that similar with Belief without Borders: Inside the Minds of the
Spiritual but not Religious. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Belief without Borders: Inside the Minds of the Spiritual but
not Religious in e-book can be your alternate.

Marlon Duenas:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Belief without Borders: Inside the Minds of the Spiritual but not Religious,
you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a guide.

Josephine Mares:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Belief without Borders: Inside the Minds of the Spiritual but not Religious your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Belief without Borders: Inside the Minds of the Spiritual
but not Religious giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Maria Trussell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Belief without Borders: Inside the



Minds of the Spiritual but not Religious reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Belief
without Borders: Inside the Minds of the Spiritual but not Religious as good book not only by the cover but
also from the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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