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Is science beautiful? Yes, argues acclaimed philosopher and historian of science Robert P. Crease in this
engaging exploration of history’s most beautiful experiments. The result is an engrossing journey through
nearly 2,500 years of scientific innovation. Along the way, we encounter glimpses into the personalities and
creative thinking of some of the field’s most interesting figures.

We see the first measurement of the earth’s circumference, accomplished in the third century B.C. by
Eratosthenes using sticks, shadows, and simple geometry. We visit Foucault’s mesmerizing pendulum, a
cannonball suspended from the dome of the Panthéon in Paris that allows us to see the rotation of the earth
on its axis. We meet Galileo—the only scientist with two experiments in the top ten—brilliantly drawing on
his musical training to measure the speed of falling bodies. And we travel to the quantum world, in the most
beautiful experiment of all.

We also learn why these ten experiments exert such a powerful hold on our imaginations. From the ancient
world to cutting-edge physics, these ten exhilarating moments reveal something fundamental about the
world, pulling us out of confusion and revealing nature’s elegance. The Prism and the Pendulum brings us
face-to-face with the wonder of science.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Prism and the Pendulum: The Ten Most Beautiful
Experiments in Science was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Prism and the Pendulum: The Ten Most
Beautiful Experiments in Science is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book The Prism and the Pendulum: The Ten Most Beautiful Experiments in
Science. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Billie Sneed:

The Prism and the Pendulum: The Ten Most Beautiful Experiments in Science can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The Prism and the Pendulum: The Ten Most Beautiful Experiments in Science nevertheless doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Minerva Garrison:

Beside this The Prism and the Pendulum: The Ten Most Beautiful Experiments in Science in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have The Prism and the Pendulum: The Ten Most Beautiful
Experiments in Science because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but
you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Susan Douglas:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This The Prism and the Pendulum: The Ten Most Beautiful
Experiments in Science can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have
point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Prism and the



Pendulum: The Ten Most Beautiful Experiments in Science.
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