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This ravishing book opens a window into the lives, designs, and passions of Mariano Fortuny and William
Morris, two remarkable artists who themselves are passions of the writer A. S. Byatt.

Born a generation apart in the mid-1800s, Fortuny and Morris were seeming opposites: Fortuny a Spanish
aristocrat thrilled by the sun-baked cultures of Crete and Knossos; Morris a member of the British
bourgeoisie, enthralled by Nordic myths. Through their revolutionary inventions and textiles, both men
inspired a new variety of art that is as striking today as when it was first conceived. In this elegant
meditation, Byatt traces their genius right to the source.

Fortuny’s Palazzo Pesaro Orfei in Venice is a warren of dark spaces imbued with the rich hues of Asia. In his
attic workshop, Fortuny created intricate designs from glowing silks and velvets; in the palazzo he found
“happiness in a glittering cavern” alongside the French model who became his wife and collaborator,
including on the famous “Delphos” dress—a flowing, pleated gown that evoked the era of classical Greece.

Morris’s Red House outside London, with its Gothic turrets and secret gardens, helped inspire his stunning
floral and geometric patterns; it likewise represented a coming together of life and art. But it was a “sweet
simple old place” called Kelmscott Manor in the countryside that he loved best—even when it became the
setting for his wife’s love affair with the artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti.

Generously illustrated with the artists’ beautiful designs—pomegranates and acanthus, peacock and
vine—among other aspects of their worlds, this marvel-filled book brings the visions and ideas of Fortuny
and Morris to vivid life.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Jasso:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny. Try to stumble
through book Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny as your friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Curtis Miller:

The book Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a
book Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like open and read a publication Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and
Mariano Fortuny. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So
, how do you think about this book?

Lucy Nelson:

This Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny are usually reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano
Fortuny can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed you with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Peacock &
Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Edward Trotta:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Peacock & Vine: On
William Morris and Mariano Fortuny, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't



buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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