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A highly original, stirring book on Mahatma Gandhi that deepens our sense of his achievements and
disappointments - his success in seizing India's imagination and shaping its independence struggle as a mass
movement, and his recognition late in life that few of his followers paid more than lip service to his
ambitious goals of social justice for the country's minorities, outcasts, and rural poor.

Pulitzer Prize-winner Joseph Lelyveld shows in vivid, unmatched detail how Gandhi's sense of mission,
social values, and philosophy of nonviolent resistance were shaped on another subcontinent - during two
decades in South Africa - and then tested by an India that quickly learned to revere him as a Mahatma, or
"Great Soul," while following him only a small part of the way to the social transformation he envisioned.

The man himself emerges as one of history's most remarkable self-creations, a prosperous lawyer who
became an ascetic in a loincloth wholly dedicated to political and social action. Lelyveld leads us step-by-
step through the heroic - and tragic - last months of this selfless leader's long campaign when his nonviolent
efforts culminated in the partition of India, the creation of Pakistan, and a bloodbath of ethnic cleansing that
ended only with his own assassination.

India and its politicians were ready to place Gandhi on a pedestal as "Father of the Nation" but were less
inclined to embrace his teachings. Muslim support, crucial in his rise to leadership, soon waned, and the
oppressed untouchables - for whom Gandhi spoke to Hindus as a whole - produced their own leaders.

Here is a vital, brilliant reconsideration of Gandhi's extraordinary struggles on two continents, of his fierce
but, finally, unfulfilled hopes, and of his ever-evolving legacy, which more than six decades after his death
still ensures his place as India's social conscience - and not just India's.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Spann:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi and His Struggle with India your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get before. The Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi and His Struggle with India giving you one more
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Albert Jones:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi and
His Struggle with India that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when it comes
to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
can pick Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi and His Struggle with India become your own personal starter.

Roger Lindsey:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi and His
Struggle with India is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Joshua Dunleavy:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Great Soul: Mahatma
Gandhi and His Struggle with India can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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