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Thousands of years ago, seafront clans in Denmark began speaking the earliest form of Germanic language--
the first of six "signal events" that Ruth Sanders highlights in this marvelous history of the German language.

Blending linguistic, anthropological, and historical research, Sanders presents a brilliant biography of the
language as it evolved across the millennia. She sheds light on the influence of such events as the bloody
three-day Battle of Kalkriese, which permanently halted the incursion of both the Romans and the Latin
language into northern Europe, and the publication of Martin Luther's German Bible translation, a "People's"
Bible which in effect forged from a dozen spoken dialects a single German language. The narrative ranges
through the turbulent Middle Ages, the spread of the printing press, the formation of the nineteenth-century
German Empire which united the German-speaking territories north of the Alps, and Germany's twentieth-
century military and cultural horrors. The book also covers topics such as the Gothic language (now extinct),
the vast expansion of Germanic tribes during the Roman era, the role of the Vikings in spreading the Norse
language, the branching off of Yiddish, the lasting impact of the Thirty Years War on the German psyche,
the revolution of 1848, and much more.

Ranging from prehistoric times to modern, post-war Germany, this engaging volume offers a fascinating
account of the evolution of a major European language as well as a unique look at the history of the German
people. It will appeal to everyone interested in German language, culture, or history.
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From reader reviews:

Karena Figueroa:

The book German: Biography of a Language can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book German:
Biography of a Language? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book German: Biography
of a Language has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

John Oliver:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the German: Biography of a Language is kind of
book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

William Rice:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take German: Biography of a Language as your daily resource
information.

Cynthia Kipp:

Why? Because this German: Biography of a Language is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close
to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold
up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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