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From 1868–1872, German geologist Ferdinand von Richthofen went on an expedition to China. His reports
on what he found there would transform Western interest in China from the land of porcelain and tea to a
repository of immense coal reserves. By the 1890s, European and American powers and the Qing state and
local elites battled for control over the rights to these valuable mineral deposits. As coal went from a useful
commodity to the essential fuel of industrialization, this vast natural resource would prove integral to the
struggle for political control of China.

Geology served both as the handmaiden to European imperialism and the rallying point of Chinese resistance
to Western encroachment. In the late nineteenth century both foreign powers and the Chinese viewed control
over mineral resources as the key to modernization and industrialization. When the first China Geological
Survey began work in the 1910s, conceptions of natural resources had already shifted, and the Qing state
expanded its control over mining rights, setting the precedent for the subsequent Republican and People's
Republic of China regimes.

In Empires of Coal, Shellen Xiao Wu argues that the changes specific to the late Qing were part of global
trends in the nineteenth century, when the rise of science and industrialization destabilized global systems
and caused widespread unrest and the toppling of ruling regimes around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Villalobos:

The publication with title Empires of Coal: Fueling China's Entry into the Modern World Order, 1860-1920
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get
a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Virgina Scheffer:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Empires of Coal: Fueling China's Entry into the
Modern World Order, 1860-1920 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Peter Mullins:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide Empires of Coal: Fueling China's Entry into the Modern World Order,
1860-1920 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) was filled concerning science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read
a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Susan Larabee:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Empires of Coal: Fueling China's Entry into
the Modern World Order, 1860-1920 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) was colourful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Empires of Coal: Fueling China's Entry into the
Modern World Order, 1860-1920 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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