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Following the publication of C. S. Holling's seminal work on the relationship between animal body mass
patterns and scale-specific landscape structure, ecologists began to explore the theoretical and applied
consequences of discontinuities in ecosystems and other complex systems. Are ecosystems and their
components continuously distributed and do they adhere to scaling laws, or are they discontinuous and more
complex than early models would have us believe? The resulting propositions over the structure of complex
systems sparked an ongoing debate regarding the mechanisms generating discontinuities and the statistical
methods used for their detection.

This volume takes the view that ecosystems and other complex systems are inherently discontinuous and that
such fields as ecology, economics, and urban studies greatly benefit from this paradigm shift. Contributors
present evidence of the ubiquity of discontinuous distributions in ecological and social systems and how their
analysis provides insight into complex phenomena. The book is divided into three sections. The first focuses
on background material and contrasting views concerning the discontinuous organization of complex
systems. The second discusses discontinuous patterns detected in a number of different systems and methods
for detecting them, and the third touches on the potential significance of discontinuities in complex systems.
Science is still dominated by a focus on power laws, but the contributors to this volume are convinced power
laws often mask the interesting dynamics of systems and that those dynamics are best revealed by
investigating deviations from assumed power law distributions.

In 2008, a grand conference on resilience was held in Stockholm, hosting 600 participants from around the
world. There are now three big centers established with resilience, the most recent one being the Stockholm
Resilience Center, with others in Australia (an international coral reef center), Arizona State University's
new sustainability center focusing on anthropology, and Canada's emerging social sciences and resilience
center. Activity continues to flourish in Alaska, South Africa, and the Untied Kingdom, and a new center is
forming in Uruguay.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Elkins:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological
Systems).

Logan Merritt:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a guide. The book Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in
Ecological Systems) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book has high quality.

Patsy Phan:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Discontinuities in Ecosystems and
Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Discontinuities in
Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) become your own personal
starter.

Clarissa Holland:

Beside this Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems)
in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems



(Complexity in Ecological Systems) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from right now!
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