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At a time when food is becoming increasingly scarce in many parts of the world and food prices are
skyrocketing, no industry is more important than agriculture. Humans have been farming for thousands of
years, and yet agriculture has undergone more fundamental changes in the past 80 years than in the previous
several centuries. In 1900, 30 million American farmers tilled the soil or tended livestock; today there are
fewer than 4.5 million farmers who feed a population four times larger than it was at the beginning of the
century. Fifty years ago, the planet could not have sustained a population of 6.5 billion; now, commercial
and industrial agriculture ensure that millions will not die from starvation. Farmers are able to feed an
exponentially growing planet because the greatest industrial revolution in history has occurred in agriculture
since 1929, with U.S. farmers leading the way. Productivity on American farms has increased tenfold, even
as most small farmers and tenants have been forced to find other work. Today, only 300,000 farms produce
approximately ninety percent of the total output, and overproduction, largely subsidized by government
programs and policies, has become the hallmark of modern agriculture. A Revolution Down on the Farm:
The Transformation of American Agriculture since 1929 charts the profound changes in farming that have
occurred during author Paul K. Conkin's lifetime. His personal experiences growing up on a small Tennessee
farm complement compelling statistical data as he explores America's vast agricultural transformation and
considers its social, political, and economic consequences. He examines the history of American agriculture,
showing how New Deal innovations evolved into convoluted commodity programs following World War II.
Conkin assesses the skills, new technologies, and government policies that helped transform farming in
America and suggests how new legislation might affect farming in decades to come. Although the increased
production and mechanization of farming has been an economic success story for Americans, the costs are
becoming increasingly apparent. Small farmers are put out of business when they cannot compete with giant,
non-diversified corporate farms. Caged chickens and hogs in factory-like facilities or confined dairy cattle
require massive amounts of chemicals and hormones ultimately ingested by consumers. Fertilizers, new
organic chemicals, manure disposal, and genetically modified seeds have introduced environmental problems
that are still being discovered. A Revolution Down on the Farm concludes with an evaluation of farming in
the twenty-first century and a distinctive meditation on alternatives to our present large scale, mechanized,
subsidized, and fossil fuel and chemically dependent system.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Kelsey:

With other case, little people like to read book A Revolution Down on the Farm: The Transformation of
American Agriculture since 1929. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important some sort of book A Revolution Down on the Farm: The Transformation of
American Agriculture since 1929. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we
could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Leticia Bennet:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Revolution Down on the Farm: The
Transformation of American Agriculture since 1929 book because book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Rose Taylor:

The feeling that you get from A Revolution Down on the Farm: The Transformation of American
Agriculture since 1929 will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but A Revolution
Down on the Farm: The Transformation of American Agriculture since 1929 giving you joy feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having that A Revolution Down on the Farm: The Transformation of
American Agriculture since 1929 instantly.

Margaret James:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Revolution Down on the Farm: The
Transformation of American Agriculture since 1929, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't



get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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