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Combining intellectual history with literary analysis, this study of Whitman's language experiment from
1855 to 1892 offers a refreshing new look at his theory of language especially the English language in
America—as an expression of a "national spirit" and relates that theory to the language and style of
Whitman's major poems and essays. Whitman viewed American English as the most expressive, poetic
language that ever existed, and he used his studies of historical linguistics to corroborate that view. Part 1
explicates the theory of language that Whitman developed in his linguistic notebooks, unpublished
manuscripts, fugitive essays, and two chapters of the popular book Rambles Among Words. The diction and
syntax of the 1855–1856 editions of Leaves of Grass are analyzed to show how Whitman's overwhelming
interest in language theories resulted in the "language experiment" of the poems. Part 2 examines the ways in
which Whitman's view of language as an expression of the constantly evolving spirit of America subtly
shifted to a more cumulative, backward-looking vision of linguistic and spiritual change. Analysis of the
diction, syntax, and organization of the last four editions of Leaves of Grass reveals how this shift in vision
affected the style of Whitman's poetry and prose from 1860 to 1892. Whitman's groundbreaking poetic style,
the author concludes, was a direct consequence of his view of language and the human spirit as dynamic,
progressivist, and actively changing within a temporal world. Conversely, Whitman's experiments in both
prose and poetry helped confirm his view of linguistic and spiritual evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Parker:

This Walt Whitman's Language Experiment book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Walt Whitman's Language Experiment without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Walt Whitman's Language Experiment can bring once you
are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Walt Whitman's Language Experiment having excellent arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Harriet Blum:

The reserve with title Walt Whitman's Language Experiment posesses a lot of information that you can find
out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Fatima Leonard:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. Walt Whitman's Language Experiment can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Adam Mathews:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Walt Whitman's Language
Experiment is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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