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Hollywood celebrities feared her. William Randolph Hearst adored her. Between 1915 and 1960, Louella
Parsons was America's premier movie gossip columnist and in her heyday commanded a following of more
than forty million readers. This first full-length biography of Parsons tells the story of her reign over
Hollywood during the studio era, her lifelong alliance with her employer, William Randolph Hearst, and her
complex and turbulent relationships with such noted stars, directors, and studio executives as Orson Welles,
Joan Crawford, Louis B. Mayer, Ronald Reagan, and Frank Sinatra—as well as her rival columnists Hedda
Hopper and Walter Winchell. Loved by fans for her "just folks," small-town image, Parsons became
notorious within the film industry for her involvement in the suppression of the 1941 film Citizen Kane and
her use of blackmail in the service of Hearst's political and personal agendas. As she traces Parsons's life and
career, Samantha Barbas situates Parsons's experiences in the broader trajectory of Hollywood history,
charting the rise of the star system and the complex interactions of publicity, journalism, and movie-making.
Engagingly written and thoroughly researched, The First Lady of Hollywood is both an engrossing chronicle
of one of the most powerful women in American journalism and film and a penetrating analysis of celebrity
culture and Hollywood power politics.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Short:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This The First Lady of Hollywood: A Biography of Louella Parsons
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Patricia Carter:

The e-book with title The First Lady of Hollywood: A Biography of Louella Parsons includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era
of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Betty Guinn:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The First Lady of Hollywood: A Biography
of Louella Parsons, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Iva Simmon:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list will be The First Lady of Hollywood: A Biography of Louella
Parsons. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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