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Drawing on evidence from across the behavioural and natural sciences, this book advances a radical new
hypothesis: that madness exists as a costly consequence of the evolution of a sophisticated social brain in
Homo sapiens.

Having explained the rationale for an evolutionary approach to psychosis, the author makes a case for
psychotic illness in our living ape relatives, as well as in human ancestors. He then reviews existing
evolutionary theories of psychosis, before introducing his own thesis: that the same genes causing madness
are responsible for the evolution of our highly social brain.

Jonathan Burns’ novel Darwinian analysis of the importance of psychosis for human survival provides some
meaning for this form of suffering. It also spurs us to a renewed commitment to changing our societies in a
way that allows the mentally ill the opportunity of living.

The Descent of Madness will be of interest to those in the fields of psychiatry, psychology, sociology and
anthropology, and is also accessible to the general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Moreno:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Descent of Madness: Evolutionary
Origins of Psychosis and the Social Brain is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Samuel Crader:

Often the book The Descent of Madness: Evolutionary Origins of Psychosis and the Social Brain will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The Descent of Madness:
Evolutionary Origins of Psychosis and the Social Brain is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Amy Joshi:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Descent of Madness: Evolutionary Origins of Psychosis and the Social Brain offer you a new experience in
studying a book.

Jerry Bell:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Descent of Madness: Evolutionary Origins of
Psychosis and the Social Brain was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Descent of Madness: Evolutionary Origins of Psychosis and the Social Brain has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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