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The weather in Moscow is good, there's no cholera, there's also no lesbian love...Brrr! Remembering those
persons of whom you write me makes me nauseous as if I'd eaten a rotten sardine. Moscow doesn't have
them--and that's marvellous."
—Anton Chekhov, writing to his publisher in 1895

Chekhov's barbed comment suggests the climate in which Sophia Parnok was writing, and is an added
testament to to the strength and confidence with which she pursued both her personal and artistic life. Author
of five volumes of poetry, and lover of Marina Tsvetaeva, Sophia Parnok was the only openly lesbian voice
in Russian poetry during the Silver Age of Russian letters. Despite her unique contribution to modern
Russian lyricism however, Parnok's life and work have essentially been forgotten.

Parnok was not a political activist, and she had no engagement with the feminism vogueish in young Russian
intellectual circles. From a young age, however, she deplored all forms of male posturing and condescension
and felt alienated from what she called patriarchal virtues. Parnok's approach to her sexuality was equally
forthright. Accepting lesbianism as her natural disposition, Parnok acknowledged her relationships with
women, both sexual and non-sexual, to be the centre of her creative existence.

Diana Burgin's extensively researched life of Parnok is deliberately woven around the poet's own account,
visible in her writings. The book is divided into seven chapters, which reflect seven natural divisions in
Parnok's life. This lends Burgin's work a particular poetic resonance, owing to its structural affinity with one
of Parnok's last and greatest poetic achievements, the cycle of love lyrics Ursa Major. Dedicated to her last
lover, Parnok refers to this cycle as a seven-star of verses, after the seven stars that make up the
constellation. Parnok's poems, translated here for the first time in English, added to a wealth of biographical
material, make this book a fascinating and lyrical account of an important Russian poet. Burgin's work is
essential reading for students of Russian literature, lesbian history and women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

George Thomas:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of
them is this Sophia Parnok: The Life and Work of Russia's Sappho (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and
Literature Series).

Marlene Wiedman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book Sophia Parnok: The Life and Work of Russia's Sappho (The Cutting
Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this
book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Melanie Young:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, typically the book you have read is usually Sophia Parnok: The Life and Work of Russia's Sappho (The
Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series).

Justin Oliver:

Beside that Sophia Parnok: The Life and Work of Russia's Sappho (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and
Literature Series) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Sophia Parnok: The Life and Work of



Russia's Sappho (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
along with read it from right now!
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