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It is clear that in our society today, issues of diversity and social cohesion remain deeply unresolved and can
lead to crisis and instability. The major demographic changes taking place in America make discussions
about such issues all the more imperative. Our Compelling Interests engages this conversation and
demonstrates that diversity is an essential strength that gives nations a competitive edge. This inaugural
volume of The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation’s Our Compelling Interests series illustrates that a diverse
population offers our communities a prescription for thriving now and in the future. 

This landmark essay collection begins with a powerful introduction situating the demographic transitions
reshaping American life, and the contributors present a broad-ranging look at the value of diversity to
democracy and civil society. They explore the paradoxes of diversity and inequality in the fifty years
following the civil rights legislation of the 1960s, and they review the ideals that have governed our thinking
about social cohesion—such as assimilation, integration, and multiculturalism—before delving into the new
ideal of social connectedness. The book also examines the demographics of the American labor force and its
implications for college enrollment, graduation, the ability to secure a job, business outcomes, and the
economy. Contributors include Danielle Allen, Nancy Cantor, Anthony Carnevale, William Frey, Earl
Lewis, Nicole Smith, Thomas Sugrue, and Marta Tienda. Commentary is provided by Kwame Anthony
Appiah, Patricia Gurin, and Ira Katznelson.

At a time when American society is swiftly being transformed, Our Compelling Interests sheds light on how
our differences will only become more critical to our collective success.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Ridgway:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading
a publication. The book Our Compelling Interests: The Value of Diversity for Democracy and a Prosperous
Society it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book has high quality.

Brenda Gregg:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Our Compelling Interests: The Value of Diversity for
Democracy and a Prosperous Society, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Michael Mitchell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Our Compelling Interests: The Value of
Diversity for Democracy and a Prosperous Society guide written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Our
Compelling Interests: The Value of Diversity for Democracy and a Prosperous Society as good book not
merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by
its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Gabriel Badger:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Our Compelling Interests: The Value of
Diversity for Democracy and a Prosperous Society or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was



created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Our Compelling Interests: The Value of
Diversity for Democracy and a Prosperous Society to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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