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In the turbulent decades after World War I, both France and Germany sought to return to an idealized,
prewar past. Many people believed they could recapture a sense of order and stability by reinstituting
traditional gender roles, which the war had thrown off balance. While French and German women
necessarily filled men's roles in factories and other jobs during the war, those who continued to lead active
working lives after World War I risked being called "modern women." Far from a compliment, this
derogatory label encompassed everything society found threatening about women's new place in public life:
smoking, working women who preferred independence and sexual freedom to a traditional role in the home.
Society felt threatened by the image of the "modern woman," yet also realized that conceptions of femininity
needed to accommodate the cultural changes brought about by the Great War.

In Modernizing Tradition, Adam C. Stanley explores how interwar French and German popular culture used
commercial images to redefine femininity in a way that granted women some access to modern life without
encouraging the assertion of female independence. Examining advertisements, articles, and cartoons, as well
as department store publicity materials from the popular press of each nation, Stanley reveals how the media
attempted to convince women that--with the help of newly available consumer goods such as washing
machines, refrigerators, and vacuum cleaners--being a mother or a housewife could be empowering, even
liberating. A life devoted to the home, these images promised, need not be an unmitigated return to old-
fashioned tradition but could offer a rewarding lifestyle based on the wonders and benefits of modern
technology. Stanley shows that the media carefully limited women's association with modernity to those
activities that reinforced women's traditional roles or highlighted their continued dependence on masculine
guidance, expertise, and authority.

In this cross-national study, Stanley brings into sharp relief issues of gender and consumerism and reveals
that, despite the larger political differences between France and Germany, gender ideals in the two countries
remained virtually identical between the world wars. That these concepts of gender stayed static over the
course of two decades--years when nearly every other aspect of society and culture seemed to be in constant
flux--attests to their extraordinary power as a force in French and German society.
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From reader reviews:

George Gomez:

The book Modernizing Tradition: Gender and Consumerism in Interwar France and Germany gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Modernizing Tradition: Gender and Consumerism in Interwar France and Germany to
get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a publication
Modernizing Tradition: Gender and Consumerism in Interwar France and Germany. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Dolly Taylor:

This book untitled Modernizing Tradition: Gender and Consumerism in Interwar France and Germany to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
reserve from your list.

Daria Gertz:

The actual book Modernizing Tradition: Gender and Consumerism in Interwar France and Germany will
bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Modernizing Tradition:
Gender and Consumerism in Interwar France and Germany is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

James Babb:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Modernizing Tradition: Gender and Consumerism in Interwar France and Germany which is finding the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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