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As the "social anchor" in middle-class homes of the nineteenth century, the piano was simultaneously an
elegant piece of drawing-room furniture, a sign of bourgeois prosperity, and a means of introducing the
young to music. In this admirably balanced and leisurely account of the popular instrument, the late,
internationally known concert pianist Arthur Loesser takes a "piano's-eye view" of the recent social history
of Western Europe and the United States.
Drawing on newspapers, music manuscripts, popular accounts, and other sources, Loesser traces the history
of the piano from its predecessors, the clavichord and the harpsichord, to the modern spinet and concert
grand. Chapter headings such as "Clavichords Make Weeping Easier," "The Harpsichord Grows Feet," "The
More Pianos the Merrier," and "The Keyboards Go West" suggest the author's lighthearted approach to
topics ranging from the piano's European origins and its introduction in the United States to the decline of
piano manufacturing in the early twentieth century and the "victory of airborne music" by mid-century. A
preface by historian Jacques Barzun and a new foreword by music critic Edward Rothstein enhance a volume
rich in wit and knowledge — one that will delight any reader with an interest in the piano and on Western
cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Hendrix:

Here thing why that Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on Music) are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on Music)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that
similar with Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on Music). It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on Music) in e-book can be your option.

Linda Pinkerton:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one with theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on
Music) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Emily Sandlin:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Men, Women and Pianos: A
Social History (Dover Books on Music).

Katrina Scofield:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History
(Dover Books on Music) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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