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Through Rhetoric and Power, Nathan Crick dramatizes the history of rhetoric by explaining its origin and
development in Classical Greece beginning the oral displays of Homeric eloquence in a time of kings
following its ascent to power during the age of Pericles and the Sophists, and ending with its transformation
into a rational discipline with Aristotle in a time of literacy and empire. Crick advances the thesis that
rhetoric is primarily a medium and artistry of power, but that the relationship between rhetoric and power at
any point in time is a product of historical conditions, not the least of which is the development and
availability of communication media.

With chapters in chronological order investigating major works by Homer, Heraclitus, Aeschylus,
Protagoras, Gorgias, Thucydides, Aristophanes, Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle, Rhetoric and Power tells the
story of the rise and fall of classical Greece while simultaneously developing rhetorical theory from the close
criticism of particular texts. As a form of rhetorical criticism, this volume offers challenging new readings to
canonical works like Aeschylus’s Persians, Gorgias’s Helen, Aristophanes’s Birds, and Isocrates’s Nicocles
by reading them as reflections of the political culture of their time.

Through this theoretical inquiry, Crick uses these criticisms to articulate and define a plurality of rhetorical
genres and concepts, such as heroic eloquence, tragicomedy, representative publicity, ideology, and the
public sphere, and their relationships to different structures and ethics of power, such as monarchy,
democracy, aristocracy, and empire. Rhetoric and Power thus provides the foundation for rhetorical history,
criticism, and theory that draws on contemporary research to prove again the incredible richness of the
classical tradition for contemporary rhetorical scholarship and practice.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Lunsford:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Rhetoric and Power: The Drama of Classical Greece
(Studies in Rhetoric/Communication).

James Walton:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Rhetoric and Power: The Drama of
Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Ralph Dell:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Rhetoric and Power: The Drama of Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication)
can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Rick Fairchild:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Rhetoric and Power: The Drama of
Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the book Rhetoric and Power: The
Drama of Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) can to be your brand-new friend when



you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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