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Decision making is a critical element in the field of medicine that can lead to life-or-death outcomes, yet it is
an element fraught with complex and conflicting variables, diagnostic and therapeutic uncertainties, patient
preferences and values, and costs. Together, decisions made by physicians, patients, insurers, and
policymakers determine the quality of health care, quality that depends inherently on counterbalancing risks
and benefits and competing objectives such as maximizing life expectancy versus optimizing quality of life
or quality of care versus economic realities.

Broadly speaking, concepts in medical decision making (MDM) may be divided into two major categories:
prescriptive and descriptive. Work in the area of prescriptive MDM investigates how medical decisions
should be done using complicated analyses and algorithms to determine cost-effectiveness measures,
prediction methods, and so on. In contrast, descriptive MDM studies how decisions actually are made
involving human judgment, biases, social influences, patient factors, and so on. The Encyclopedia of
Medical Decision Making gives a gentle introduction to both categories, revealing how medical and
healthcare decisions are actually made—and constrained—and how physician, healthcare management, and
patient decision making can be improved to optimize health outcomes.

Key Features

Discusses very general issues that span many aspects of MDM, including bioethics; health policy and●

economics; disaster simulation modeling; medical informatics; the psychology of decision making; shared
and team medical decision making; social, moral, and religious factors; end-of-life decision making;
assessing patient preference and patient adherence; and more
Incorporates both quantity and quality of life in optimizing a medical decision●

Considers characteristics of the decisionmaker and how those characteristics influence their decisions●

Presents outcome measures to judge the quality or impact of a medical decision●

Examines some of the more commonly encountered biostatistical methods used in prescriptive decision●

making
Provides utility assessment techniques that facilitate quantitative medical decision making●

Addresses the many different assumption perspectives the decision maker might choose from when trying●

to optimize a decision
Offers mechanisms for defining MDM algorithms●

With comprehensive and authoritative coverage by experts in the fields of medicine, decision science and
cognitive psychology, and healthcare management, this two-volume Encyclopedia is a must-have resource
for any academic library.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Owensby:

The experience that you get from Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making is the more deep you digging
the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Encyclopedia of Medical
Decision Making instantly.

Natasha Rich:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get previous to. The Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making giving you another experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now
let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Emma O\'Neill:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be read. Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making can be your answer given it can be read by
anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Alan Malbrough:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the
book Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Encyclopedia of Medical Decision
Making. You can more inviting than now.
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