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A dazzling cycle of short stories by one of China’s most revered contemporary writers and one of the
world’s leading artist-intellectuals.

An Empty Room is the first book by the celebrated Chinese writer Mu Xin to appear in English. A cycle of
thirteen tenderly evocative stories written while Mu Xin was living in exile, this collection is reminiscent of
the structural beauty of Hemingway’s In Our Time and the imagistic power of Kawabata’s palm-of-the-hand
stories. From the ordinary (a bus accident) to the unusual (Buddhist halos) to the wise (Goethe, Lao Zi), Mu
Xin’s wandering “I” interweaves plots with philosophical grace and spiritual profundity. A small blue bowl
becomes a symbol of vanishing childhood; a painter in a race against fading memory scribbles notes in an
underground prison during the Cultural Revolution; an abandoned temple room holds a dark mystery. An
Empty Room is a soul-stirring page turner, a Sebaldian reverie of passing time, loss, and humanity regained.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Carr:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This An Empty Room: Stories (New Directions Paperbook) book is readable by
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of An Empty
Room: Stories (New Directions Paperbook) content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you
still thinking An Empty Room: Stories (New Directions Paperbook) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

William Burns:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of An Empty Room: Stories (New Directions
Paperbook) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have An Empty Room: Stories
(New Directions Paperbook).

Shannon Lynch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims An Empty Room: Stories (New
Directions Paperbook).

Leif Etter:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book An Empty Room: Stories (New Directions
Paperbook) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
study it. Beside that the reserve An Empty Room: Stories (New Directions Paperbook) can to be your brand
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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