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I have spent thirty years reconstructing the historical Jesus. I have done so self-consciously
and self-critically and have tried to do the same on reconstructing myself. But what justifies
this memoir is how my own personal experience, from Ireland to America, from priest to
professor, from monastery to university, and ... from celibacy to marriage, may have influenced
that reconstruction. Where has it helped me see what others have not, and where has it made
invisible to me what others find obvious?

-from A Long Way from Tipperary

From his upbringing in Ireland to front-page coverage in the New York Times and mention in cover stories in
Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News & World Report, John Dominic Crossan-who has courageously pioneered
the contemporary quest for the historical Jesus-has dared to go his own way. In this candid and engaging
memoir, the world's foremost Jesus scholar reveals what he has discovered over a lifetime of open-eyed,
fearless exploration of God, Jesus, Christianity, and himself. Crossan shares his provocative thinking on such
issues as how one can be a Christian without going to church; whether God is vengeful, or just, or both; and
why Jesus is more like Gandhi or Martin Luther King Jr. than like the Pope or Jerry Falwell.

Raised in the traditional Irish Catholic Church, Crossan inherited a faith that was "accepted fully and
internalized completely but undiscussed, uninvestigated, and uncriticized." A dauntless spirit whose
imagination was ignited not by piety but by the lure and challenge of adventure, he became a monk to travel
and explore the world, unaware that his most thrilling quests would be scholarly and spiritual. "God had
going the best adventure around," Crossan confesses.

Because he could never subject his theological convictions and historical findings to the restrictions of the
Church, Crossan chose to leave the monastery and priesthood. Speaking of this time in his life, Crossan
writes, "Not even a vow of obedience could make me sing a song I did not hear." But he never abandoned
the Roman Catholic community or tradition and never lost his faith. He has devoted his life and career to a
reexamination of what he calls "necessary open-heart surgery on Christianity itself."
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From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
up than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of A
Long Way from Tipperary book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Patricia Baker:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be go through. A Long Way from Tipperary can be your answer since it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.

Paul Mendosa:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This A Long Way from Tipperary is
simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Loretta Jones:

Beside this particular A Long Way from Tipperary in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have A Long
Way from Tipperary because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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