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Two of the most famous mosaics from the ancient world, in the church of San Vitale in Ravenna, depict the
sixth-century emperor Justinian and, on the wall facing him, his wife, Theodora (497-548). This magjestic
portrait gives no inkling of Theodora's very humble beginnings or her improbable rise to fame and power.
Raised in afamily of circus performers near Constantinople's Hippodrome, she abandoned a successful
acting career in her late teens to follow alover whom she was legally forbidden to marry. When he left her,
she was a single mother who built anew life for herself as a secret agent, in which role she met the heir to
the throne. To the shock of the ruling elite, the two were married, and when Justinian assumed power in 527,
they ruled the Eastern Roman Empire together.

Their reign was the most celebrated in Byzantine history, bringing wealth, prestige, and even Rome itself
back to the Empire. Theodora was one of the dominant political figures of her era, helping shape imperial
foreign and domestic policy and twice saving her husband from threatened deposition. She played a central
role trying to solve the religious disputes of her era and proactively assisted women who were being
trafficked. An extraordinarily able politician, she excited admiration and hatred from those around her.
Enemies wrote extensively and imaginatively about her presumed early career as a prostitute, while
supporters elevated her, quite literally, to sainthood.

Theodorasis atale of awoman of exceptional talent who overcame immense obstacles to achieve incredible
power, which she exercised without ever forgetting where she had come from. In Theodora: Actress,
Empress, Saint, David Potter penetrates the highly biased accounts of her found in the writings of her
contemporaries and takes advantage of the latest research on early Byzantium to craft a modern, well-
rounded, and engaging narrative of Theodoras life. This fascinating portrait will intrigue all readers with an
interest in ancient and women's history.
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From reader reviews:
Darren Meekins:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Theodora: Actress, Empress, Saint (Women in Antiquity) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get ahead of. The Theodora: Actress, Empress, Saint (Women in Antiquity) giving you one
more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better
life with this era. So now let usteach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Timothy Roesch:

Theodora: Actress, Empress, Saint (Women in Antiquity) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his’her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Theodora: Actress,
Empress, Saint (Women in Antiquity) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Bryce Adams:

Y ou can find this Theodora: Actress, Empress, Saint (Women in Antiquity) by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose suitable ways for you.

Steven Murray:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Theodora: Actress, Empress, Saint (Womenin
Antiquity) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especialy. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science



guide, any other book likes Theodora: Actress, Empress, Saint (Women in Antiquity) to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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