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An absorbing travel book, a meditation on geology, photography, Romanesque art and the romance of
physical decline, The Slow Breath of Stone throws a mirror on Europe of the Middle Ages and its hold on us
today.

In the years following the devastations of the first world war, a brilliant, young American couple, Kingsley
and Lucy Porter, travelled to south-west France to document the abbeys and basilicas of the Romanesque
period. Their extraordinary photographs revealed some of the most feverishly inventive stonescapes in
Europe, stories chiselled from the Bible and nightmares: rams playing harps and devils eating men's brains; a
female centaur pulling a mermaid's hair; women suckling snakes at their breasts. For the Porters, these were
images of an imagined world that unlocked secrets of the eleventh century but, menacingly, cast a dark
shadow over their marriage.

In The Slow Breath of Stone, Pamela Petro rents a car and, using the Porter's photographs and Lucy's journal
as her map, retraces their journey through the wild landscapes of the Rouergue. She visits the beautiful and
disturbing sculptures of monsters and animals devouring prey that adorn the cathedrals of Cahors and
Carcassonne, and she explores a limestone quarry from where these great slabs of stone were hewn a
thousand years ago. She walks the routes of pilgrimages, testaments to the tenacity of human hope, meeting
people along the way and savouring the local food and wine. Above all, she journeys deep into the strange
relationship of the sexually incompatible Lucy and Kingsley, following them to Donegal where their
marriage was to end tragically and mysteriously on the cliffs of Inishbofin.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Mitchell:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Slow Breath of Stone: A
Romanesque Love Story, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Bonnie Daves:

This The Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque Love Story is great publication for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The
Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque Love Story in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in
it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute
right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt in which?

Lewis Wade:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is The Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque Love Story this e-book consist a lot of the information
of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

George Jamison:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve The Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque Love Story was filled concerning
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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