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In this book Ian Shapiro develops and extends arguments that have established him as one of today's leading
democratic theorists. Shapiro is hardheaded about the realities of politics and power, and the difficulties of
fighting injustice and oppression. Yet he makes a compelling case that democracy's legitimacy depends on
pressing it into the service of resisting domination, and that democratic theorists must rise to the occasion of
fashioning the necessary tools. That vital agenda motivates the arguments of this book.

Tracing modern democracy's roots to John Locke and the American founders, Shapiro shows that they saw
more deeply into the dynamics of democratic politics than have many of their successors. Drawing on
Lockean and Madisonian insights, Shapiro evaluates democracy's changing global fortunes over the past two
decades. He also shows how elusive democracy can be by exploring the contrast between its successful
establishment in South Africa and its failures elsewhere--particularly the Middle East. Shapiro spells out the
implications of his account for long-standing debates about public opinion, judicial review, abortion, and
inherited wealth--as well as more recent preoccupations with globalization, national security, and
international terrorism.

Scholars, students, and democratic activists will all learn from Shapiro's trenchant account of democracy's
foundations, its history, and its contemporary challenges. They will also find his distinctive democratic
vision both illuminating and appealing.
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From reader reviews:

Wilda Alexander:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled The Real World of Democratic Theory can
be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Beatrice Rogers:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Real World of Democratic Theory,
you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type
is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Maurice Neely:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Real World of Democratic Theory is
simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Diane Merryman:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Real World of Democratic Theory can
be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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