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In July 1947, fresh out of college and long before he would win the Pulitzer Prize and become known as one
of America's finest historians, Stanley Karnow boarded a freighter bound for France, planning to stay for the
summer. He stayed for ten years, first as a student and later as a correspondent for Time magazine. By the
time he left, Karnow knew Paris so intimately that his French colleagues dubbed him "le plus parisien des
Américains" --the most Parisian American.

Now, Karnow returns to the France of his youth, perceptively and wittily illuminating a time and place like
none other. Karnow came to France at a time when the French were striving to return to the life they had
enjoyed before the devastation of World War II. Yet even during food shortages, political upheavals, and the
struggle to come to terms with a world in which France was no longer the mighty power it had been, Paris
remained a city of style, passion, and romance.

Paris in the Fifties transports us to Latin Quarter cafés and basement jazz clubs, to unheated apartments and
glorious ballrooms. We meet such prominent political figures as Charles de Gaulle and Pierre Mendès-
France, as well as Communist hacks and the demagogic tax rebel Pierre Poujade. We get to know illustrious
intellectuals, among them Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, Albert Camus, and André Malraux, and
visit the glittering salons where aristocrats with exquisite manners mingled with trendy novelists, poets,
critics, artists, composers, playwrights, and actors. We meet Christian Dior, who taught Karnow the secrets
of haute couture, and Prince Curnonsky, France's leading gourmet, who taught the young reporter to
appreciate the complexities of haute cuisine. Karnow takes us to marathon murder trials in musty
courtrooms, accompanies a group of tipsy wine connoisseurs on a tour of the Beaujolais vineyards, and
recalls the famous automobile race at Le Mans when a catastrophic accident killed more than eighty
spectators. Back in Paris, Karnow hung out with visiting celebrities like Ernest Hemingway, Orson Welles,
and Audrey Hepburn, and in Paris in the Fifties we meet them too.

A veteran reporter and historian, Karnow has written a vivid and delightful history of a charmed decade in
the greatest city in the world.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hamann:

The book untitled Paris in the Fifties is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of
the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Paris in the Fifties
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Antoine Harris:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Paris in the Fifties the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide
then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The
Paris in the Fifties giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Louis McCarthy:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Paris in the Fifties reserve written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still skepticism Paris in the Fifties as good book but not only by the cover but also from
the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Richard Dike:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Paris in the Fifties is simple to
develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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