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It all begins on Christmas morning, 1978. Dan Kennedy is ten years old and wants a black Gibson Les Paul
guitar, the kind Peter Frampton plays. It will be his passport to the coolest (only) band in the
neighborhood—Jokerz. He doesn’t get it. Instead, his parents present him with what they think he wants
most, a real-estate loan calculator (called the Loan Arranger) and a maroon velour pullover shirt with a tan
stripe across the chest. It is the first of what will become a lifetime of various-sized failures,
misunderstandings, comical humiliations, and just plain silly choices that have dogged this “hipster Proust of
youthful loserdom,” as author Jerry Stahl has so eloquently called Mr. Kennedy.

Dan’s hilarious and painfully awkward youth soon develops into a . . . uh . . . hilarious and painfully
awkward adulthood. His first two choices for university are Yale (Lit or Drama) and Harvard (Business), so
he reviews his high school transcripts and decides on Butte Community College in Oroville, California,
where he studies for about four and a half weeks. We could go on here and describe in detail all of Dan’s
good-natured stabs at ambition, but he, himself, sums it all up quite nicely: “If you’ve ever tried and failed
miserably at being a rock star (no guitar/talent), a professional bass fisherman, an extra in the movie
Sleepless in Seattle (guy drinking martini in bar while Tom Hanks makes a phone call), a Madison Avenue
advertising executive, a clerk/towel person at a suburban health club (named Kangaroo Kourts), an espresso
street-cart owner and operator (in the one neighborhood of that coffee-swilling town, Seattle, where,
remarkably, no one really seems to drink coffee), a dot.com millionaire, an MTV VJ, or a forest fire fighter,
this book is for you.”

Along the way, a few lessons are learned and we are treated to one of the most original, riotously funny,
unsentimental, and offbeat memoirs in recent history. Dan’s a favorite in McSweeney’s and at the very
popular Moth readings in New York City. We should be happy that he failed so miserably at so many
things—and took notes!

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Gonzalez:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Loser Goes First: My Thirty-Something Years of Dumb
Luck and Minor Humiliation. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important the book Loser Goes First: My Thirty-Something Years of Dumb Luck and Minor
Humiliation. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Charles Trask:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that Loser Goes First: My Thirty-Something
Years of Dumb Luck and Minor Humiliation book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Michael Hale:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Loser Goes First: My Thirty-Something Years of Dumb Luck and Minor
Humiliation book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer associated with Loser Goes First: My Thirty-Something Years of Dumb Luck and
Minor Humiliation content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Loser
Goes First: My Thirty-Something Years of Dumb Luck and Minor Humiliation is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Christina Bishop:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Loser Goes First: My Thirty-
Something Years of Dumb Luck and Minor Humiliation that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly



that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Loser Goes First: My
Thirty-Something Years of Dumb Luck and Minor Humiliation become your starter.
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