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Dean Acheson was one of the most influential Secretaries of State in U.S. history, presiding over American
foreign policy during a pivotal era--the decade after World War II when the American Century slipped into
high gear. During his vastly influential career, Acheson spearheaded the greatest foreign policy achievements
in modern times, ranging from the Marshall Plan to the establishment of NATO.

In this acclaimed biography, Robert L. Beisner paints an indelible portrait of one of the key figures of the last
half-century. In a book filled with insight based on research in government archives, memoirs, letters, and
diaries, Beisner illuminates Acheson's major triumphs, including the highly underrated achievement of
converting West Germany and Japan from mortal enemies to prized allies, and does not shy away from
examining his missteps. But underlying all his actions, Beisner shows, was a tough-minded determination to
outmatch the strength of the Soviet bloc--indeed, to defeat the Soviet Union at every turn. The book also
sheds light on Acheson's friendship with Truman--one, a bourbon-drinking mid-Westerner with a homespun
disposition, the other, a mustachioed Connecticut dandy who preferred perfect martinis.

Over six foot tall, with steel blue, "merry, searching eyes" and a "wolfish" grin, Dean Acheson was an
unforgettable character--intellectually brilliant, always debonair, and tough as tempered steel. This lustrous
portrait of an immensely accomplished and colorful life is the epitome of the biographer's art.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Russel:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Dean Acheson: A Life
in the Cold War is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Brenda Seddon:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Dean Acheson: A Life in the Cold War why because
the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Martin Hobson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Dean Acheson: A Life in the Cold War
can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Dean Acheson: A Life in the Cold
War.

Margaret Phillips:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Dean Acheson: A Life in the Cold War can make you
sense more interested to read.
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