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In the first comprehensive study of Cleanness and its medieval contexts, Elizabeth B. Keiser shows how this
fourteenth-century religious poem legitimates erotic pleasure as natural apart from procreative justification
and thus represents a unique moment in Western culture. She argues that Cleanness sacralizes heterosexual
erotic play while condemning male homosexual love as profaning the Creator's workmanship and his nature.
To situate the poem in the context of medieval homophobic constructions of nature as the basis of sexual
norms, this book compares Cleanness's concepts of sexual desire and deviance with those its literary and
theological antecedents, including Thomas Aquinas's discourse on temperance, Alain de Lille's Complaint of
Nature, and Jean de Meun's Romance of the Rose. Cleanness is shown to be unconventionally affirmative of
loveplay and other refinements of courtly artifice. Keiser explores the broad intellectual and social
consequences of this celebration of late medieval masculine ideals and analyzes how the poet's class-specific
aesthetic sensibility underlies a theologically and ethically flawed revisionist history of the biblical Creator's
love affair with the creation. These limitations shed interesting light on Cleanness's relation to its
theologically more complex and structurally more sophisticated companion poems - Patience, Sir Gawain
and the Green Knight, and Pearl. This book is of groundbreaking importance for students of medieval
literature and religion, the history of sexuality, queer studies, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Velasquez:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The
Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its Contexts was making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
e-book Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and
Its Contexts is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the
book Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its
Contexts. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Dorothy Frazier:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and
Its Contexts, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a reserve.

Jane Turcotte:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of
them is this Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness`
and Its Contexts.

Alexander Goodman:

The book untitled Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in
`Cleanness` and Its Contexts contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with



easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It
is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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