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In the Guadalupe Dunes, 170 miles north of Los Angeles and 250 miles south of San Francisco, an oil spill
persisted unattended for 38 years. Over the period 1990-1996, the national press devoted 504 stories to the
Exxon Valdez accident and a mere nine to the Guadalupe spill--even though the latter is most likely the
nation's largest recorded oil spill. Although it was known to oil workers in the field where it originated, to
visiting regulators, and to locals who frequented the beach, the Guadalupe spill became troubling only when
those involved could no longer view the sight and smell of petroleum as normal. This book recounts how this
change in perception finally took place after nearly four decades and what form the response took.Taking a
sociological perspective, Thomas Beamish examines the organizational culture of the Unocal Corporation
(whose oil fields produced the leakage), the interorganizational response of regulatory agencies, and local
interpretations of the event. He applies notions of social organization, social stability, and social inertia to the
kind of environmental degradation represented by the Guadalupe spill. More important, he uses the
Guadalupe Dunes case as the basis for a broader study of environmental "blind spots." He argues that many
of our most pressing pollution problems go unacknowledged because they do not cause large-scale social
disruption or dramatic visible destruction of the sort that triggers responses. Finally, he develops a model of
social accommodation that helps explain why human systems seem inclined to do nothing as trouble mounts.
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From reader reviews:

David Hedges:

The book Silent Spill: The Organization of an Industrial Crisis (Urban and Industrial Environments) make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Silent Spill: The Organization of an Industrial Crisis (Urban and Industrial
Environments) being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read
a e-book Silent Spill: The Organization of an Industrial Crisis (Urban and Industrial Environments). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Clarine Davidson:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Silent Spill: The Organization of an Industrial Crisis (Urban and
Industrial Environments) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Silent Spill: The Organization of an Industrial Crisis
(Urban and Industrial Environments) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking
Silent Spill: The Organization of an Industrial Crisis (Urban and Industrial Environments) is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Anthony Vice:

The book Silent Spill: The Organization of an Industrial Crisis (Urban and Industrial Environments) will
bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Silent Spill: The
Organization of an Industrial Crisis (Urban and Industrial Environments) is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Ryan Fox:

You can find this Silent Spill: The Organization of an Industrial Crisis (Urban and Industrial Environments)
by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways
to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge



are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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