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Now Elizabeth Hess’s unforgettable biography is the inspiration for Project Nim, a riveting new
documentary directed by James Marsh and produced by Simon Chinn, the Oscar-winning team
known for Man on Wire. Hess, a consultant on the film, says, “Getting a call from James Marsh and
Simon Chinn is an author’s dream. Project Nim is nothing short of amazing.”

Could an adorable chimpanzee raised from infancy by a human family bridge the gap between species—and
change the way we think about the boundaries between the animal and human worlds? Here is the strange
and moving account of an experiment intended to answer just those questions, and the astonishing biography
of the chimp who was chosen to see it through.

Dubbed Project Nim, the experiment was the brainchild of Herbert S. Terrace, a psychologist at Columbia
University. His goal was to teach a chimpanzee American Sign Language in order to refute Noam
Chomsky’s assertion that language is an exclusively human trait. Nim Chimpsky, the baby chimp at the
center of this ambitious, potentially groundbreaking study, was “adopted” by one of Dr. Terrace’s graduate
students and brought home to live with her and her large family in their elegant brownstone on the Upper
West Side of Manhattan.

At first Nim’s progress in learning ASL and adapting to his new environment exceeded all expectations. His
charm, mischievous sense of humor, and keen, sometimes shrewdly manipulative understanding of human
nature endeared him to everyone he met, and even led to guest appearances on Sesame Street, where he was
meant to model good behavior for toddlers. But no one had thought through the long-term consequences of
raising a chimp in the human world, and when funding for the study ran out, Nim’s problems began.

Over the next two decades, exiled from the people he loved, Nim was rotated in and out of various facilities.
It would be a long time before this chimp who had been brought up to identify with his human caretakers had
another opportunity to blow out the candles on a cake celebrating his birthday. No matter where he was sent,
however, Nim’s hard-earned ability to converse with humans would prove to be his salvation, protecting him
from the fate of many of his peers.

Drawing on interviews with the people who lived with Nim, diapered him, dressed him, taught him, and
loved him, Elizabeth Hess weaves an unforgettable tale of an extraordinary and charismatic creature. His
story will move and entertain at the same time that it challenges us to ask what it means to be human, and
what we owe to the animals who so enrich our lives.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Gonzalez:

This Nim Chimpsky: The Chimp Who Would Be Human book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Nim Chimpsky: The Chimp Who Would Be Human without we realize teach the one who
studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Nim Chimpsky: The Chimp
Who Would Be Human can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Nim Chimpsky: The Chimp Who
Would Be Human having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

James Ellis:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Nim Chimpsky: The Chimp Who Would
Be Human is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Chris Wolf:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Nim
Chimpsky: The Chimp Who Would Be Human your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
ahead of. The Nim Chimpsky: The Chimp Who Would Be Human giving you another experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Soledad Neeley:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Nim Chimpsky: The Chimp Who Would Be Human can be your answer as it can be read by an
individual who have those short extra time problems.
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