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Because it provided the dominant framework for "development" of poor, postcolonial countries,
modernization theory ranks among the most important constructs of twentieth-century social science. In
Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America Nils Gilman offers the first
intellectual history of a movement that has had far-reaching and often unintended consequences.

After a survey of the theory's origins and its role in forming America's postwar sense of global mission,
Gilman offers a close analysis of the people who did the most to promote it in the United States and the
academic institutions they came to dominate. He first explains how Talcott Parsons at Harvard constructed a
social theory that challenged the prevailing economics-centered understanding of the modernization process,
then describes the work of Edward Shils and Gabriel Almond in helping Parsonsian ideas triumph over other
alternative conceptions of the development process, and finally discusses the role of Walt Rostow and his
colleagues at M.I.T. in promoting modernization theory during the Kennedy and Johnson administrations. By
connecting modernization theory to the welfare state liberalism programs of the New Deal order, Gilman not
only provides a new intellectual context for America's Third World during the Cold War, but also connects
the optimism of the Great Society to the notion that American power and good intentions could stop the
postcolonial world from embracing communism.
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From reader reviews:

Alyssa Cox:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important usually. The book Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America
(New Studies in American Intellectual and Cultural History) seemed to be making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Mandarins
of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America (New Studies in American Intellectual and
Cultural History) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with
the book Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America (New Studies in American
Intellectual and Cultural History). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Grace Moreno:

This Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America (New Studies in American
Intellectual and Cultural History) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America (New Studies in American Intellectual
and Cultural History) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America
(New Studies in American Intellectual and Cultural History) can bring any time you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone.
This Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America (New Studies in American
Intellectual and Cultural History) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Pamela Pinkham:

The particular book Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America (New Studies in
American Intellectual and Cultural History) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
looking over this book.

Charlotte Bernstein:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book



Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America (New Studies in American Intellectual
and Cultural History) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become
creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory
in Cold War America (New Studies in American Intellectual and Cultural History). You can more attractive
than now.
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