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How did the newspaper, music, and film industries go from raking in big bucks to scooping up digital
dimes? Their customers were lured away by the free ride of technology. Now, business journalist
Robert Levine shows how they can get back on track.

On the Internet, “information wants to be free.” This memorable phrase shaped the online business model,
but it is now driving the media companies on whom the digital industry feeds out of business. Today,
newspaper stocks have fallen to all-time lows as papers are pressured to give away content, music sales have
fallen by more than half since file sharing became common, TV ratings are plummeting as viewership
migrates online, and publishers face off against Amazon over the price of digital books.

In Free Ride, Robert Levine narrates an epic tale of value destruction that moves from the corridors of
Congress, where the law was passed that legalized YouTube, to the dorm room of Shawn Fanning, the
founder of Napster; from the bargain-pricing dramas involving iTunes and Kindle to Google’s fateful
decision to digitize first and ask questions later. Levine charts how the media industry lost control of its
destiny and suggests innovative ways it can resist the pull of zero.

Fearless in its reporting and analysis, Free Ride is the business history of the decade and a much-needed call
to action.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Williams:

Here thing why this specific Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are Destroying the Culture Business, and How
the Culture Business Can Fight Back are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book
is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Free
Ride: How Digital Parasites are Destroying the Culture Business, and How the Culture Business Can Fight
Back giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is
no publication that similar with Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are Destroying the Culture Business, and
How the Culture Business Can Fight Back. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are
Destroying the Culture Business, and How the Culture Business Can Fight Back in e-book can be your
option.

Jake Harris:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources in
it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart in acquiring
any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a book can help folks
out of this uncertainty Information especially this Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are Destroying the
Culture Business, and How the Culture Business Can Fight Back book since this book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Paula Adame:

Beside this particular Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are Destroying the Culture Business, and How the
Culture Business Can Fight Back in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Free Ride:
How Digital Parasites are Destroying the Culture Business, and How the Culture Business Can Fight Back
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this
book as well as read it from right now!

Yolanda Nitta:

You can find this Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are Destroying the Culture Business, and How the



Culture Business Can Fight Back by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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