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From its creation in 1950, to the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, the German Democratic Republic's Ministry
for State Security closely monitored its nation's citizens. Known as the Staatssicherheit or Stasi, this
organization was regarded as one of the most repressive intelligence agencies in the world. Florian Henckel
von Donnersmarck's 2006 film The Lives of Others ( Das Leben der Anderen) has received international
acclaim -- including an Academy Award, an Independent Spirit Award, and multiple German Film Awards --
for its moving portrayal of East German life under the pervasive surveillance of the Stasi.

In Totalitarianism on Screen, political theorists Carl Eric Scott and F. Flagg Taylor IV assemble top scholars
to analyze the film from philosophical and political perspectives. Their essays confront the nature and legacy
of East Germany's totalitarian government and outline the reasons why such regimes endure.

Other than magazine and newspaper reviews, little has been written about The Lives of Others. This volume
brings German scholarship on the topic to an English-speaking audience for the first time and explores the
issue of government surveillance at a time when the subject is often front-page news. Featuring contributions
from German president Joachim Gauck, prominent singer-songwriter Wolf Biermann, journalists Paul
Hockenos and Lauren Weiner, and noted scholars Paul Cantor and James Pontuso, Totalitarianism on Screen
contributes to the growing scholarship on totalitarianism and will interest historians, political theorists,
philosophers, and fans of the film.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Capps:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Totalitarianism on
Screen: The Art and Politics of The Lives of Others is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

James Goldman:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Totalitarianism on Screen: The Art and
Politics of The Lives of Others book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Laura Dupont:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at
a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
Totalitarianism on Screen: The Art and Politics of The Lives of Others which is getting the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's find.

Howard Foster:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Totalitarianism on Screen: The Art and
Politics of The Lives of Others to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Totalitarianism on Screen: The Art and Politics of
The Lives of Others can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of these time.
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