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The tragic early death in 1908 of her husband, combined with the birth of her child, left Countess Ottonie
Degenfeld confined to a wheelchair and in a state of severe depression. But two years earlier, she had met the
famous young Austrian poet Hugo von Hofmannsthal. Learning of her situation, he now started writing to
the 27-year-old Countess, and her road to a new life enriched by literature and the arts began. Presented here
for the first time in the English language, their remarkable correspondence provides invaluable insights into
the creative processes of Hofmannsthal, whose works were strongly influenced by this unusual relationship.
The lively correspondence is a window into a vanished world of European high society. It is a period piece
reflecting the life of the affluent German aristocracy and its interaction with the arts in the first quarter of the
century. Against this background, the lives and works of a number of prominent cultural figures, such as
Richard Strauss and Max Reinhardt, are brought into a new light. Hofmannsthal's reports on the trials and
triumphs of his libretti for Strauss's revolutionary operas are fascinating, as are his poignant comments on the
First World War and its castastrophic consequences.The correspondence reveals an intense friendship and
shows how a sensitive and compassionate man, considered one of the foremost writers in the German
language, helped a young woman recover from the depths of despair to find new meaning. It also reveals
that, as Ottonie matured, it was she who helped lift the poet from his own gloom and personal problems.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Pepper:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Poet and
the Countess: Hugo von Hofmannsthal's Correspondence With Countess Ottonie Degenfeld (Studies in
German Literature, Linguistics, and Culture)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Tammy Campbell:

The book The Poet and the Countess: Hugo von Hofmannsthal's Correspondence With Countess Ottonie
Degenfeld (Studies in German Literature, Linguistics, and Culture) gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book The
Poet and the Countess: Hugo von Hofmannsthal's Correspondence With Countess Ottonie Degenfeld
(Studies in German Literature, Linguistics, and Culture) for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like open and read a book The Poet and the Countess: Hugo von Hofmannsthal's
Correspondence With Countess Ottonie Degenfeld (Studies in German Literature, Linguistics, and Culture).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Steve Pinson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be The
Poet and the Countess: Hugo von Hofmannsthal's Correspondence With Countess Ottonie Degenfeld
(Studies in German Literature, Linguistics, and Culture).

Kim Free:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication The Poet and the Countess: Hugo von Hofmannsthal's Correspondence



With Countess Ottonie Degenfeld (Studies in German Literature, Linguistics, and Culture) was filled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you just wanted.
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