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In this monumental new book, award-winning author Mark Kurlansky has written his most ambitious work
to date: a singular and ultimately definitive look at a pivotal moment in history.

With 1968, Mark Kurlansky brings to teeming life the cultural and political history of that world-changing
year of social upheaval. People think of it as the year of sex, drugs, and rock and roll. Yet it was also the year
of the Martin Luther King Jr. and Bobby Kennedy assassinations; the riots at the Democratic National
Convention in Chicago; Prague Spring; the antiwar movement and the Tet Offensive; Black Power; the
generation gap, avant-garde theater, the birth of the women’s movement, and the beginning of the end for the
Soviet Union. From New York, Miami, Berkeley, and Chicago to Paris, Prague, Rome, Berlin, Warsaw,
Tokyo, and Mexico City, spontaneous uprisings occurred simultaneously around the globe.

Everything was disrupted. In the Middle East, Yasir Arafat’s guerilla organization rose to prominence . . .
both the Cannes Film Festival and the Venice Biennale were forced to shut down by protesters . . . the
Kentucky Derby winner was stripped of the crown for drug use . . . the Olympics were a disaster, with the
Mexican government having massacred hundreds of students protesting police brutality there . . . and the
Miss America pageant was stormed by feminists carrying banners that introduced to the television-watching
public the phrase “women’s liberation.”
Kurlansky shows how the coming of live television made 1968 the first global year. It was the year that an
amazed world watched the first live telecast from outer space, and that TV news expanded to half an hour.
For the first time, Americans watched that day’s battle–the Vietnam War’s Tet Offensive–on the evening
news. Television also shocked the world with seventeen minutes of police clubbing demonstrators at the
Chicago convention, live film of unarmed students facing Soviet tanks in Czechoslovakia, and a war of
starvation in Biafra. The impact was huge, not only on the antiwar movement, but also on the medium itself.
The fact that one now needed television to make things happen was a cultural revelation with enormous
consequences.

In many ways, this momentous year led us to where we are today. Whether through youth and music, politics
and war, economics and the media, Mark Kurlansky shows how, in 1968, twelve volatile months
transformed who we are as a people. But above all, he gives a new understanding to the underlying causes of
the unique historical phenomenon that was the year 1968. Thoroughly researched and engagingly
written–full of telling anecdotes, penetrating analysis, and the author’s trademark incisive wit–1968 is the
most important book yet of Kurlansky’s noteworthy career.
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From reader reviews:

Alyson Hardy:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book 1968: The Year That Rocked the World. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book 1968:
The Year That Rocked the World. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, you can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Lilian Anderson:

This 1968: The Year That Rocked the World book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This
1968: The Year That Rocked the World without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry 1968: The Year That Rocked the World can bring once
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even cellphone. This 1968: The Year That Rocked the World having very good arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

India Mead:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of 1968: The Year That Rocked the World can give you a
lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let me have 1968: The Year That Rocked the World.

Chris Holmes:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and 1968: The Year That Rocked the World or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes 1968:
The Year That Rocked the World to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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