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The use of information and communication technology in scientific
research has been hailed as the means to a new larger-scale, more efficient, and
cost-effective science. But although scientists increasingly use computers in their
work and institutions have made massive investments in technology, we still have
little idea how computing affects the way scientists work and the kind of knowledge
they produce. In Systematics as Cyberscience, Christine Hine explores these
questions by examining the developing use of information and communication
technology in one discipline, systematics (which focuses on the classification and
naming of organisms and exploration of evolutionary relationships). Her sociological
study of the ways that biologists working in this field have engaged with new
technology is an account of how one of the oldest branches of science transformed
itself into one of the newest and became a cyberscience. Combining an ethnographic
approach with historical review and textual analysis, Hine investigates the
emergence of a virtual culture in systematics and how that new culture is entwined
with the field's existing practices and priorities. Hine examines the policy
perspective on technological change, the material culture of systematics (and how
the virtual culture aligns with it), communication practices with new technology,
and the complex dynamics of change and continuity on the institutional level. New
technologies have stimulated reflection on the future of systematics and prompted
calls for radical transformation, but the outcomes are thoroughly rooted in the
heritage of the discipline. Hine argues that to understand the impact of information
and communication technology in science we need to take account of the many complex
and conflicting pressures that contemporary scientists navigate. The results of
technological developments are rarely unambiguous efficiency gains, and are highly
discipline-specific.Christine Hine is Senior Lecturer in Sociology at the University
of Surrey. She is the author of Virtual Ethnography. "I came away from this
book with new insights about the sciences of systematics and with a sense that I had
been given a rich panorama of an emerging cyberfield."--Geoffrey C. Bowker,
Center for Science, Technology and Society, Santa Clara University"Christine
Hine moves with analytic mobility, sidestepping the buzz in cyberscience buzzwords
to reveal with respect and wonder the heart of a discipline."--Karen S. Baker,
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of California, San Diego
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Maurer:

The book Systematics as Cyberscience: Computers, Change, and Continuity in Science (Inside Technology)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing
like a book Systematics as Cyberscience: Computers, Change, and Continuity in Science (Inside
Technology)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take
for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Systematics as
Cyberscience: Computers, Change, and Continuity in Science (Inside Technology) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

James Goodman:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Systematics as Cyberscience: Computers,
Change, and Continuity in Science (Inside Technology) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Michael Kautz:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book Systematics as Cyberscience: Computers, Change, and Continuity in Science (Inside
Technology) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must
choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life at this book Systematics as Cyberscience: Computers, Change, and Continuity in Science (Inside
Technology). You can more desirable than now.

Isidro Wells:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Systematics as Cyberscience: Computers, Change, and Continuity in Science
(Inside Technology) when you needed it?
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