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How fin-de-siècle Paris became the locus for the most intense revival of magical practices and doctrines
since the Renaissance

• Examines the remarkable lives of occult practitioners Joséphin Peladan, Papus, Stanislas de Guaïta, Saint-
Yves d’Alveydre, Jules Doinel, and others

• Reveals how occult activity deeply influenced many well-known cultural movements, such as Symbolism,
the Decadents, modern music, and the “psychedelic 60s”

During Paris’s Belle Époque (1871-1914), many cultural movements and artistic styles flourished--
Symbolism, Impressionism, Art Nouveau, the Decadents--all of which profoundly shaped modern culture.
Inseparable from this cultural advancement was the explosion of occult activity taking place in the City of
Light at the same time.

Exploring the magical, artistic, and intellectual world of the Belle Époque, Tobias Churton shows how a
wide variety of Theosophists, Rosicrucians, Martinists, Freemasons, Gnostics, and neo-Cathars called fin-de-
siècle Paris home. He examines the precise interplay of occultists Joséphin Peladan, Papus, Stanislas de
Guaïta, and founder of the modern Gnostic Church Jules Doinel, along with lesser known figures such as
Saint-Yves d’Alveydre, Paul Sédir, Charles Barlet, Edmond Bailly, Albert Jounet, Abbé Lacuria, and Lady
Caithness. He reveals how the work of many masters of modern culture such as composers Claude Debussy
and Erik Satie, writers Arthur Rimbaud and Charles Baudelaire, and painters Georges Seurat and Alphonse
Osbert bear signs of immersion in the esoteric circles that were thriving in Paris at the time. The author
demonstrates how the creative hermetic ferment that animated the City of Light in the decades leading up to
World War I remains an enduring presence and powerful influence today. Where, he asks, would Aleister
Crowley and all the magicians of today be without the Parisian source of so much creativity in this field?

Conveying the living energy of Paris in this richly artistic period of history, Churton brings into full
perspective the characters, personalities, and forces that made Paris a global magnet and which allowed later
cultural movements, such as the “psychedelic 60s,” to rise from the ashes of post-war Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Graham:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Occult Paris: The Lost Magic of
the Belle Époque will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited
book with you?

Maribel Davenport:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Occult Paris: The Lost Magic of the
Belle Époque. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

George Clark:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Occult Paris: The Lost Magic of the
Belle Époque to read.

Kimberly Foley:

Here thing why this kind of Occult Paris: The Lost Magic of the Belle Époque are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. Occult Paris: The Lost Magic of the Belle Époque giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with
Occult Paris: The Lost Magic of the Belle Époque. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Occult Paris: The Lost
Magic of the Belle Époque in e-book can be your alternate.
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