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California during the gold rush was a place of disputed claims, shoot-outs, gambling halls, and prostitution; a
place populated by that rough and rebellious figure, the forty-niner; in short, a place that seems utterly
unconnected to middle-class culture. In American Alchemy, however, Brian Roberts offers a surprising
challenge to this assumption.

Roberts points to a long-neglected truth of the gold rush: many of the northeastern forty-niners who ventured
westward were in fact middle-class in origin, status, and values. Tracing the experiences and adventures both
of these men and of the "unseen" forty-niners--women who stayed back East while their husbands went out
West--he shows that, whatever else the gold seekers abandoned on the road to California, they did not simply
turn their backs on middle-class culture.

Ultimately, Roberts argues, the story told here reveals an overlooked chapter in the history of the formation
of the middle class. While the acquisition of respectability reflects one stage in this history, he says, the gold
rush constitutes a second stage--a rebellion against standards of respectability.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

The book American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the
United States) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book American Alchemy: The California Gold
Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) for being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open up and read a publication American Alchemy: The California Gold
Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Mary Burnette:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this American Alchemy: The California
Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) book because book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it
as you know.

Irene Parker:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture
(Cultural Studies of the United States) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Harvey Lee:

This American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the
United States) is new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger
of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little digest in reading this American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture
(Cultural Studies of the United States) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by



anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life and knowledge.
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