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Drawing on startling new evidence from the mapping of the genome, an explosive new account of the
genetic basis of race and its role in the human story
 

Fewer ideas have been more toxic or harmful than the idea of the biological reality of race, and with it the
idea that humans of different races are biologically different from one another. For this understandable
reason, the idea has been banished from polite academic conversation. Arguing that race is more than just a
social construct can get a scholar run out of town, or at least off campus, on a rail. Human evolution, the
consensus view insists, ended in prehistory.

Inconveniently, as Nicholas Wade argues in A Troublesome Inheritance, the consensus view cannot be right.
And in fact, we know that populations have changed in the past few thousand years—to be lactose tolerant,
for example, and to survive at high altitudes. Race is not a bright-line distinction; by definition it means that
the more human populations are kept apart, the more they evolve their own distinct traits under the selective
pressure known as Darwinian evolution. For many thousands of years, most human populations stayed
where they were and grew distinct, not just in outward appearance but in deeper senses as well.

Wade, the longtime journalist covering genetic advances for The New York Times, draws widely on the work
of scientists who have made crucial breakthroughs in establishing the reality of recent human evolution. The
most provocative claims in this book involve the genetic basis of human social habits. What we might call
middle-class social traits—thrift, docility, nonviolence—have been slowly but surely inculcated genetically
within agrarian societies, Wade argues. These “values” obviously had a strong cultural component, but Wade
points to evidence that agrarian societies evolved away from hunter-gatherer societies in some crucial
respects. Also controversial are his findings regarding the genetic basis of traits we associate with
intelligence, such as literacy and numeracy, in certain ethnic populations, including the Chinese and
Ashkenazi Jews.

Wade believes deeply in the fundamental equality of all human peoples. He also believes that science is best
served by pursuing the truth without fear, and if his mission to arrive at a coherent summa of what the new
genetic science does and does not tell us about race and human history leads straight into a minefield, then so
be it. This will not be the last word on the subject, but it will begin a powerful and overdue conversation.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

James Baron:

The book A Troublesome Inheritance: Genes, Race and Human History make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book A
Troublesome Inheritance: Genes, Race and Human History being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open up and read a publication A Troublesome Inheritance: Genes,
Race and Human History. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Gerard Williams:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular A Troublesome Inheritance:
Genes, Race and Human History is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Donna Layne:

This A Troublesome Inheritance: Genes, Race and Human History is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having A Troublesome Inheritance: Genes, Race and Human History in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world
within ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Stephanie Hopkins:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The A
Troublesome Inheritance: Genes, Race and Human History provide you with new experience in studying a



book.
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