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Lawrence Epstein's The Haunted Smile tackles a subject both poignant and delightful: the story of Jewish
comedians in America. For the past century and more, American comedy has drawn its strength and soul
from the comic genius of Jewish performers and writers. An incomplete listing of names makes the point:
The Marx Brothers, Jack Benny, Fanny Brice, George Burns, Milton Berle, Jackie Mason, Joan Rivers,
Rodney Dangerfield, Mel Brooks, Alan King, Mort Sahl, Buddy Hackett, Woody Allen, Lenny Bruce, Andy
Kaufman, Richard Belzer, Jerry Seinfeld. These men and women, among others, form the canon of Jewish-
American comedy.

In the words of the Detroit Jewish News, The Haunted Smile "offers us a deep and subtle understanding of
how Jewish culture and American openness gave birth to a new style of entertainment." Often the best way
to illuminate a point is to recount some of these comedians' own brilliant routines, and Epstein uses the
comedian's work to great effect, making for a book that is both a thoughtful work of history and a great deal
of fun.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Clark:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Haunted
Smile: The Story Of Jewish Comedians In America, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Judy Turner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Haunted Smile: The Story Of Jewish Comedians In America your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The The Haunted Smile: The Story Of Jewish Comedians In
America giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for
your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Jennifer Randolph:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be read. The Haunted Smile: The Story Of Jewish Comedians In America can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Staci Luton:

You can get this The Haunted Smile: The Story Of Jewish Comedians In America by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.
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