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“My dear Son:— We have learned that your Worthiness, forgetful of the high office with which you are
invested, was present from the seventeenth to the twenty-second hour, four days ago, in the Gardens of John
de Bichis, where there were several women of Siena, women wholly given over to worldly vanities. Y our
companion was one of your colleagues whom his years, if not the dignity of his office, ought to have
reminded of hisduty. We have heard that the dance was indulged in, in all wantonness. None of the
alurements of love were lacking, and you conducted yourself in awholly worldly manner. Shame forbids
mention of all that took place, for not only the things themselves but their very names are unworthy of your
rank. In order that your lust might be al the more unrestrained, the husbands, fathers, brothers and kinsmen
of the young women and girls were not invited to be present. Y ou and afew servants were the leaders and
inspirers of thisorgy. It issaid that nothing is now talked of in Siena but your vanity which is the subject of
universal ridicule. Certain it isthat here at the baths, where churchmen and the laity are very numerous, your
nameis on every one' s tongue.”

The words are taken from an admonitory letter of Pope Pius |l to Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia— better known
to the world as Pope Alexander VI — written in June, 1460, when the young cardinal had not yet reached the
thirties, and reproving him for having arranged a bacchanalian feast in Siena. No words could better
characterize the personality of Alexander VI, for they show him as the man of the world he was as Cardinal
Borgia and remained after he had become Pope Alexander.

The limelight of history has played in arather obligue and unkind way on the Borgias. Pope Alexander’
personality has been distorted until he became a perfect monster; yet his greatest weakness was an easy
freedom from moral scruples, and this might not have blurred his personal charm at all had he not become
the tool of his son Cesare. More unjust still were most historians to his daughter Lucretia, who has been
depicted as akind of Messalina, although she was at the best the “indifferente” among the great women of
her time, and at her worst a beauty without any will of her own. If it isthe historian’ stask to distribute praise
and blame, some of the latter may fall on Alexander’s favorite son Cesare. Even if he was not such a perfect
virtuoso of crime as he has been described, he certainly was not much better than some of the worst of his
more prominent contemporaries.

Thusin considering the rise and fall of the Borgia family one ought to keep in mind that the Borgias were
after al the creatures of an epoch, rich in extraordinary personalities as few othersin human history have
been. Before rendering judgment consideration must be given to the remarkably complex personalities of the
Renaissance. The men and women of that epoch of transformation from the middle ages to modern times
were so constituted that it was easily possible for them to turn from cruelty and crime and vice, from
corruption and treachery, to religion with afervid and impassioned sincerity. The Borgias, as will be seen,
did not differ greatly from many of their contemporaries. To make them the scapegoats of their times shows,
perhaps, ajust indignation at their crimes, but little understanding of the conditions under which they lived...
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From reader reviews:
Kathryn Glover:

The book with title Pope Alexander V1 and his Court has lot of information that you can discover it. Y ou can
get alot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware
of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. Y ou
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Victoria Schwan:

Pope Alexander VI and his Court can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Pope Alexander VI and his Court however
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucia contemplating.

Michad Albin:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Pope Alexander VI and his Court can
be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your
extratime by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?

Richard Diller:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from abook. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media socia
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Pope Alexander VI and his Court when you required it?
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