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In this wide-ranging and stimulating book, a leading authority on the history of medicine and science
presents convincing evidence that Dutch commerce—not religion—inspired the rise of science in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Harold J. Cook scrutinizes a wealth of historical documents relating to
the study of medicine and natural history in the Netherlands and elsewhere in Europe, Brazil, South Africa,
and Asia during this era, and his conclusions are fresh and exciting. He uncovers direct links between the rise
of trade and commerce in the Dutch Empire and the flourishing of scientific investigation.
Cook argues that engaging in commerce changed the thinking of Dutch citizens, leading to a new emphasis
on such values as objectivity, accumulation, and description. The preference for accurate information that
accompanied the rise of commerce also laid the groundwork for the rise of science globally, wherever the
Dutch engaged in trade. Medicine and natural history were fundamental aspects of this new science, as
reflected in the development of gardens for both pleasure and botanical study, anatomical theaters, curiosity
cabinets, and richly illustrated books about nature. Sweeping in scope and original in its insights, this book
revises previous understandings of the history of science and ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Eduardo Baro:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that
for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Matters of
Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age book as starter and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Thomas Schulz:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch
Golden Age can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jodi Dunn:

The reason? Because this Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If
I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Donna Solano:

Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age nevertheless doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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