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The grainy black-and-white television ad shows ayoung girl in a flower-filled meadow, holding a daisy and
plucking its petals, which she counts one by one. Asthe camera slowly zoomsin on her eye, aman’s solemn
countdown replaces hers. At zero the little girl’ s eye is engulfed by an atomic mushroom cloud. Asthe
inferno roils in the background, President Lyndon B. Johnson’ s voice intones, “ These are the stakes—to
make aworld in which all of God's children can live, or to go into the dark. We must either love each other,
or we must die.”

In this thought-provoking and highly readable book, Robert Mann provides a concise, engaging study of the
“Daisy Girl” ad, widely acknowledged as the most important and memorable political ad in American
history. Commissioned by Johnson’s campaign and aired only once during Johnson’'s 1964 presidential
contest against Barry Goldwater, it remains an iconic piece of electoral propaganda, intertwining cold war
fears of nuclear annihilation with the increasingly savvy world of media and advertising. Mann presents a
nuanced view of how Johnson’s campaign successfully cast Barry Goldwater as aradical too dangerous to
control the nation’s nuclear arsenal, a depiction that sparked immediate controversy across the United States.

Repeatedly analyzed in countless books and articles, the spot purportedly destroyed Goldwater’s presidential
campaign. Although that degree of impact on the Goldwater campaign is debatable, what is certain is that the
ad ushered in anew era of political advertising using emotional appeal's as a routine aspect of campaign

strategy.
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From reader reviews:
Kevin Ostby:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the erathat is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you isyou
don't know which you should start with. This Daisy Petals and Mushroom Clouds: LBJ, Barry Goldwater,
and the Ad That Changed American Politics is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Dennis Taylor:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guysthis particular aren't like that. This Daisy Petals and Mushroom Clouds: LBJ, Barry Goldwater, and the
Ad That Changed American Politics book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Daisy Petals and Mushroom Clouds:
LBJ, Barry Goldwater, and the Ad That Changed American Politics content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different
available asit. So, do you continue to thinking Daisy Petals and Mushroom Clouds: LBJ, Barry Goldwater,
and the Ad That Changed American Politicsis not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Erin Marshall:

Isit anindividual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Daisy Petals and Mushroom Clouds:
LBJ, Barry Goldwater, and the Ad That Changed American Politics can be the answer, oh how comes? It'sa
book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new erais common
not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Samantha Williams:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Daisy Petals and Mushroom Clouds: LBJ,
Barry Goldwater, and the Ad That Changed American Palitics or perhaps others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Daisy Petals and Mushroom
Clouds: LBJ, Barry Goldwater, and the Ad That Changed American Politics to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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